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WARBOYS PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of Warboys Parish Council held on 9th January 2017 at the Parish 

Centre, Warboys. 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillor Mrs M P Bucknell, Chairman. 

 

Councillors Ms H A Backhouse, Mrs J M Cole, R J Dykstra, D W England, Ms L A 

Gifford, Mrs M H Harlock, J A Parker, Mrs J E Tavener, G C M Willis, Dr S C Withams 

and Mrs A R Wyatt. 

 

APOLOGIES 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor R A Payne and District Councillor 

P L E Bucknell. 

 

 

176/16 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Chairman wished Members and staff a happy New Year and intimated that she was 

looking forward to working together in the months ahead in what was likely to be another 

interesting year.  She also expressed the view that the informal social event involving 

Members and staff prior to the December meeting of the Council had been a resounding 

success and she thanked the Handymen for clearing up after the New Year’s Eve 

celebrations at the Jubilee Clock Tower so promptly on the following day. 

 

Finally the Chairman thanked Councillor Mrs Wyatt for her dedication and enthusiasm in 

being Vice Chairman for a number of years and welcomed the fact that she would be 

continuing as a Member of the Council.  In response Councillor Mrs Wyatt explained that 

because of family commitments, she was unable to guarantee her attendance at all 

meetings at the present time and that in consequence she therefore had felt that it would 

be preferable for her to resign as Vice Chairman   

 

 

177/16 APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN 

 

Arising from the resignation of Councillor Mrs A R Wyatt as Vice Chairman of the 

Council, it was moved by Councillor Mrs Cole, seconded by Councillor England and  

 

RESOLVED 

 

that Councillor Dr S C Withams be appointed Vice Chairman of the Parish 

Council for the remainder of the current municipal year. 

 

(Councillor Dr Withams signed the declaration of acceptance of office.) 
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178/16 MINUTES 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Mrs Harlock and seconded by Councillor Parker, the 

Minutes of the meeting held on 12th December 2016 were approved as a correct record 

and signed by the Chairman. 

 

 

179/16 MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

 

Councillor England declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in Minute No. 189/16 (Tree 

Inspection) as he was the tenant of land adjoining Adams Lyons playground. 

 

Following consideration of a request from Councillor Dr Withams for a dispensation to 

speak but not vote on matters affecting the Warboys Local History Society and Warboys 

Archaeological Project of both of which she was a member, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that a dispensation be granted to Councillor Dr Withams to speak but not vote on 

matters affecting those organisations until the date of the next ordinary election to 

the Council. 

 

 

180/16 MATTERS ARISING 

 

The Council considered the following matters arising from the meeting held on 12th 

December 2016:- 

 

(a) Christmas Lighting 

 

Further to Minute No. 156/16(a), Members commented on how attractive the 

Christmas lighting display in the village had been over the festive season and the 

success of the switch-on ceremony at the end of November with the performance 

by the choir from the primary school being particularly enjoyable.  The Chairman 

also thanked the Christmas Lighting Group for securing the removal of the 

lighting installations so promptly and at short notice to comply with the arrival of 

Merlin Lighting Installations.    

 

(b) Asset of Community Value – White Hart Public House  

 

Further to Minute No. 156/16(b), Members were advised that a response to the 

application to the District Council for the registration of the White Hart public 

house as an asset of community value had yet to be received. 

 

(c)  Defibrillator 

 

Further to Minute No. 156/16(c), the Clerk reported that the defibrillator was 

likely to be installed shortly at Wards of Warboys.  However Members were 

informed that in response to the article in the Warboys Diary, only 10 people had 

offered to attend the training on its use and that had included three Members of 

the Council and their partners.  Under the circumstances, Members were asked to 
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encourage members of the public to notify the Clerk if they were interested in 

attending the training.  

 

(d) Closure of Station Road Footpath 

 

Further to Minute No. 156/16(e), the Clerk reported that he was liaising with the 

County Council’s Highways Supervisor over the continuing problem of the 

amount of mud being deposited on nearby roads from vehicles leaving the 

building site at Station Road. 

 

(e) Winter Gritting 

 

Arising from Minute No. 156/16(g), Members were advised that the County 

Council had rescinded the decision to reduce the winter gritting regime and that 

the previous routes had been reinstated in Huntingdonshire on 23rd December. 

 

However Members suggested that the gritting being undertaken by the County 

Council during the current winter was less effective than in previous years and the 

Clerk was requested to advise the County Council of the concern that local roads 

remained icy after they had been treated.  

 

(f) Warboys Archaeological Project 

 

Further to Minute No. 156/16(h), the Clerk reported that he had been advised by 

the County Council that the archaeological report undertaken at the David Wilson 

Home development at Station Road had yet to be finalised as further 

investigations were being made following the identification of a burial of Early 

Saxon date on the site.  The Clerk reported that he had asked for a copy of the 

report to be supplied to the Parish Council once it had been issued. 

 

(g) Training 

 

Further to Minute No. 162/16 and a request by Councillor Ms Gifford for her to 

attend the training course for councillors in February arranged by Wistow Parish 

Council with the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Association of Local 

Councils, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that Councillor Ms Gifford be authorised to attend the training. 

 

(h) Hallgate Allotments – Conditions for the Erection of Sheds, etc. 

 

Arising from Minute No. 170/16, Councillor Mrs Cole reported that she had been 

contacted by one of the tenants of the Council’s allotments at Hallgate requesting 

permission to retain a fruit cage on his allotment. 

 

The Clerk advised that he was aware of the request and this had been referred to 

in the report submitted for consideration by the Council at its previous meeting on 

conditions for the provision of sheds etc. at the allotments.  Members were 
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informed that this would be considered at the liaison meeting with representatives 

of the Allotments Association on 18th January.  

  

(i) Parish Council Budget 2017/18 

 

Further to Minute No. 171/16, the Clerk reported that he had received 

confirmation from the District Council that the precept of £102,000 requested for 

2017/18 would amount to a Band D equivalent of £74.71 which represented a 2% 

increase compared with the current year.  

 

 

181/16 VACANCY 

 

Further to Minute No. 159/16, the Clerk reported that the statutory period during which 

members of the public could request an election to fill the vacancy arising from the non-

attendance of former Councillor Price would expire on 10th January.  If 10 qualifying 

people had not requested an election by the end of that day, the Council could co-opt a 

person to fill the vacancy.  With regard to the latter, Members were informed that one 

person had already expressed an interest in co-option. 

 

However Members were also advised that Councillor Mrs Stafford had submitted her 

resignation from the Council earlier in the day as she was intending to move to 

Cambridge.  The Clerk pointed out that the new vacancy would also have to be advertised 

to provide an opportunity for members of the public to request an election. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that in the event of the necessary 10 people not asking for an election to 

fill the vacancy arising from the non-attendance of former Councillor 

Price, the Clerk be authorised to invite expressions of interest from people 

for co-option to the Council; and 

  

(b) that a vacancy be declared following the resignation of former Councillor 

Mrs Stafford and the Clerk requested to arrange for this to be publicised. 

 

 

182/16 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 12th 

December 2016 be received. 

 

 

183/16 POLICE REPORT 

 

The Clerk advised that the Cambridgeshire Constabulary website had not been updated 

with the crime statistics for December and that under the circumstances he had nothing 

further to report. 
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184/16 SURGERIES AT LIBRARY 

 

Further to Minute No. 156/16(d), Members reviewed the outcome of the three months 

trial period of surgeries for members of the public at the Library on Saturday mornings.   

 

The consensus view was that the exercise had proved worthwhile, although the Chairman 

mentioned the need for Members to be proactive and approach individuals in the Library 

as opposed to waiting to be spoken to.  In addition it was felt that the sessions should be 

publicised more widely to make people aware of the attendance of Members on Saturdays 

at the Library and that it would be helpful if Members wore their ID badges denoting 

their status as councillors when representing the Parish Council.   

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the surgeries at the Library on alternate Saturdays be continued and the Clerk 

requested to prepare a new rota for Members to indicate which sessions they 

could attend. 

 

 

185/16  PATHFINDER MARCH 2017 

 

Further to Minute No. 164/16, Councillor Mrs Tavener reported that she had spoken 

again with the licensee of the Royal Oak about the possibility of providing some form of 

celebration for the twentieth anniversary of the Pathfinder March on 17th June 2017.  

Members were informed that the licensee was willing to provide a barbeque while the 

walkers were passing through on the march and that any other arrangements would be a 

matter for the Council to provide. 

 

As the walk concluded at RAF Wyton, it was pointed out that the walkers were well 

dispersed by the time that they passed through Warboys, although it was thought that 

most passed through the village between 4.00 p.m. and 6.00 p.m.  Before discussing the 

matter further, the Clerk was requested to obtain the reaction of the organisers of the 

march with a view to establishing a working group to consider the detailed arrangements. 

 

 

186/16  SHELTER NEAR JUBILEE CLOCK TOWER 

 

Councillor Dykstra drew attention to the condition of the floor in the shelter adjacent to 

the Jubilee Clock Tower where the coating applied to seal the floor was flaking off.  The 

Clerk advised that he had contacted the representative of the suppliers of the sealant who 

had indicated that he would carry out a site visit in the following week to inspect the 

situation and offer his advice.  

 

At the request of the Chairman, Councillor Mrs Cole reported that she had been unable to 

progress the painting of a mural in the shelter as she had been unable to contact the 

representative from Chatteris British Legion who had offered to carry out the work with 

the help of young people in Warboys.  However Councillor Mrs Cole mentioned that she 

was aware of another person who might be able to take the idea forward. 

 

Councillor Mrs Tavener was asked to obtain an updated price for the levelling of the floor 

and application of a resin sealer that had been discounted because of the high cost 
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involved in March 2015 (Minute No. 221/14 refers).  She also offered to ascertain 

whether her daughter was still interested in the painting of a mural in the shelter. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that consideration of the matter be deferred to the next meeting with the Clerk and 

Councillors Mrs Cole and Mrs Tavener requested to update the Council on their 

investigations at that time. 

 

 

187/16 PARISH INITIATIVE 

 

Councillors Mrs Wyatt and Mrs Harlock reported on their attendance at the last meeting 

of neighbouring parishes hosted by County Councillor Tew which had been held on 1st 

November 2016.  Among a number of interesting issues raised at the meeting, Councillor 

Mrs Wyatt advised that a Bury resident had spoken about their progress towards the 

creation of a Neighbourhood Plan and County Councillor Tew had reported on the latest 

position with regard to the Devolution Deal in Cambridgeshire. 

 

 

188/18  PLAY EQUIPMENT AND SAFETY SURFACING 

 

Further to Minute No. 07/16 of the meeting of the Leisure Area Committee held on 31st 

October 2016, a report was submitted by the Clerk (copies of which had been circulated) 

on the purchase of replacement play equipment and safety surfacing.  Members were 

reminded that the safety inspection report carried out in the previous year had 

recommended the replacement of the safety surfacing for one of the sets of swings and 

the slide at Orchard Close and that concern had been raised about the condition of the 

swing frame for older children at Adams Lyons playground. 

 

Three companies had provided quotations for replacement safety surfacing and swings 

but the Leisure Areas Committee had requested further quotations for the supply of a 

swing that was more suitable for disabled children.  Further costs from the three 

companies had therefore been included in the current report. 

 

In terms of the safety surfacing, the Clerk advised that all of the companies had 

recommended the use of wet pour surfacing and although two of the companies had 

offered options in terms of a mulch type or matting surfaces, they had felt that these 

would not provide a satisfactory long term solution. 

 

In terms of an alternative type of swing at Adams Lyons, all of the companies had quoted 

for a nest swing plus two flat seats in a four bay frame and they had all supplied costings 

for a rigid type of cradle seat.  In considering the latter, Members felt that these would be 

less secure for children than a nest seat and would be more likely to result in a child 

slipping out.  Although one of the companies could offer a safety harness, it was felt that 

this would be likely to be vandalised and require constant replacement. 

 

In considering the options for a four bay frame with nest seat and flat seats, Members 

discounted the quotation by Caloo as the frame consisted of two single upright posts as 

opposed to an A frame which they felt would be less stable in the longer term.   
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The Clerk pointed out that the Parish Council had purchased play equipment from all 

three companies previously.  Members were informed that if the quotation from Caloo 

was discounted because of the shape of the swing frame, the quotation for wet pour safety 

surfacing and a four bay swing with nest seat and two flat seats submitted by Wicksteed 

Leisure was the lowest received by approximately £2,500.  

 

It was therefore 

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that subject to confirmation that the Wicksteed Leisure swing was of an A 

frame construction, the company’s quotation in the sum of £15,797 be 

accepted for wet pour safety surfacing and a replacement four bay swing 

unit with nest and two flat seats; 

 

(b) that the Clerk be requested to arrange for the repair to the mulch safety 

surfacing on the mound at Adams Lyons playground to be undertaken by 

Sutcliffe Play; 

 

(c) that a contribution of £7,000 from the accumulated section 106 agreement 

reserve for play equipment be used to fund the cost, with the remainder 

met from the current year’s budget. 

 

 

189/16 TREE INSPECTION 

 

(Having declared an interest in the following matter in Minute No. 179/16, Councillor 

England left the room for the duration of the discussion and voting thereon.) 

 

Further to Minute No. 161/16, the Clerk submitted the summary (copies circulated) of an 

arboricultural survey carried out by Andrew Belson of the trees in Adams Lyons 

playground and Jubilee Park.  The consultant had identified a number of trees in both 

parks that he recommended should be felled or pruned to reduce the risk of danger to 

users of the areas to an acceptable level. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the recommendations contained in the report be accepted and the Clerk 

requested to obtain quotations for the work to be carried out. 

 

 

190/16 CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the dates for meetings of the Council and its committees in the municipal year 

2017/18 be approved as set out in the report circulated. 
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191/16 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 

Members considered the arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting to be held on 20th 

April 2017 and in doing so agreed to bring forward the date of the meeting to 19th April 

in view of the fact that there was now a regular booking of the hall at the Parish Centre on 

Thursday evenings. 

 

Members agreed to retain the same format for the Annual Meeting as in previous years 

and to invite Dr J Wilcox from Moat House Surgery and Ms A Clasper, the Timebank 

Co-ordinator, to speak at the meeting. 

 

 

192/16 OPEN FORUM 

 

The Clerk reported on the matters raised at the Open Forum following the previous 

meeting of the Council.   

 

District Councillor Bucknell had mentioned that the District Council were nearing the 

stage of submission of their Local Plan for approval and he had also stressed the need to 

attract local interest for the 2 remaining shared ownership houses at Wiggs Farm before 

they were advertised elsewhere. 

 

Arising from a suggestion by a member of the public, it was   

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Parish Council arrange for crosses to be placed on the war graves in the 

cemetery on Remembrance Sunday in future years. 

 

 

193/16 ACCOUNTS 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 that the following accounts be approved:- 

                  £ 

 

M J Buddle  Salary – December 2016                 1,033.07   

                                       

W E Batterbee  Salary – December 2016    923.61 

                              

R Edwards  Salary – December 2016    202.60 

     

R Reeves  Salary – December 2016    968.53 

 

A A Clasper  Salary – December 2016    521.76 

                      

Post Office Ltd. Tax & NIC – December 2016            1,222.72         

                                                              

E.ON   Electricity supply - Parish Centre      88.00 

    (paid by direct debit) 
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R Reeves  Reimbursement – purchase of ink       45.88 

    

The Training  Attendance on PA6 spraying course   108.00 

Organisation (WEST) 

 

EDGE IT   Software annual maintenance contract  160.80 

Systems Ltd. 

 

Andrew Belson Tree survey      696.00 

 

ESPO   Miscellaneous supplies    202.05 

 

GreenCity   Computer anti-virus protection – January        12.00 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 

 

GreenCity    Computer backup online - January       36.00 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 

 

GreenCity  Computer support contract –  January               60.00 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Murco   Fuel (paid by direct debit)      80.20 

 

Guardian 24  Mobile phone monitoring    158.76 

 

Vodaphone  Mobile phone contract (Timebank)       9.50 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

 E.ON   Gas supply – Parish Centre    197.63 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

 Cambridgeshire PA1 spraying course assessment     42.50 

Proficiency Test  

Committee 

 

 

194/16 BUDGETARY CONTROL 

 

The Council received the budgetary control statement for December 2016, together with 

the list of Parish Centre bookings for that month and the budgetary control statement for 

the third quarter of the year, copies of which had been circulated to all Members.   

 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

 

 

 

Chairman.      
 


